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1. Purpose

1.1 As staff may be aware, by a decision dated June 20, 2025, the Supreme Court of British
Columbia decided that the Township’s Community Amenity Contributions Policy No. 07-
166 is invalid, in that it constituted a mandatory payment scheme beyond the Township’s
legal authority.’

The Township is in the course of preparing an Amenity Cost Charge (ACC) bylaw, which
is expected to be in force prior to December 31 of this year.

2. Policy

2.1 Pending adoption of the ACC bylaw, and for applications which are not subject to the ACC
bylaw, Council wishes to provide the following direction to staff, to ensure that any
discussions or negotiations with applicants comply with the decision of the Supreme
Court. Accordingly, staff are directed as follows:

1. Staff are at liberty to discuss with applicants the prospect of making amenity
contributions to the Township, so long as such discussions are in accordance with this
Interim Policy.

2. For development applications which involve Phased Development Agreements, the
Township is entitled to include the provision of amenities as part of a Phased
Development Agreement. The Township may also include amenities in an amenity
zoning bylaw. Such amenities should be negotiated on a case-by-case basis, reflecting
the circumstances and characteristics of the development in question, consistent with
the provincial guidelines and case law.

3. For developments which do not involve a Phased Development Agreement or amenity
zoning, any such contributions must be either at the initiative of the applicant/developer
or emerge from rezoning negotiations between the applicant/developer and the
Township. The Township does not have legal authority to impose mandatory payment
requirements as a condition of rezoning.
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