
 

What could you expect from your ticket? 

At 4pm the track would open to all classes of cars for practice.  All cars would enter 

from the back road, and move into the middle of the track, known as the pits.  It could 

be a bit cliquey – each race category had their own area to wait in, and members 

wouldn’t often be seen socializing with the other classes.  The tow vehicles would be 

parked off to the side in the trees. 

 

At 6pm all classes would take turns “timing in,” which would establish a car’s position 

when the race started.  At this point, there were no real spectators, although family 

members and kids would often like to come watch.  

 

At 8pm the races would start with the Trophy Dash.  These first races of the night 

featured the four fastest cars in each class (usually five races – one for each of the 

classes).  The Trophy Dash always consisted of four laps, and the winners would get a 

trophy from Miss Langley Speedway.  However, the winners were not awarded in points 

in the standings. 

 

Next up were the Heat Races.  These were also run for all classes, and usually 

consisted of 15-20 cars completing 15-20 laps, depending on how late it was getting.  

When all five classes of heat races were done, it would be time for intermission.  The 

concession would be a popular stop for attendees, and staff would rush to clean the 

track of any debris so they could continue racing; a tight schedule had to be maintained 

to complete all of the racing in time, so the length of intermission was determined by 

how far ahead of schedule – or behind schedule – the Speedway was running. 

Claimer Day at Langley Speedway, September 26, 1976. 

After intermission, the Main Events started for all classes.  These consisted of 35-50 laps 

for each class, and 35-42 cars racing per class.  Sometimes there were so many cars 

competing in the Early-Lates Main Event it had to be broken into three categories: A, B 

and C.  Cars that were slower or in the worst shape were banded together in the "C" 

category, also know as the "Consolation Main". 

 

Racing would be completed between 10pm and 11pm.  If time was running short, 

some of the Early-Lates races might run together, or the C category would be cancelled.  

Some that had waited all night to race had to come again the next week. 

 

The Heat Races and the Main Events would award points to the winners, and the points 

would determine the payout.   
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Jim MacMillan, #22, ca. 1970. 

A-Modified Trophy Dash, 1969. 

Cars waiting in the pits, ca.1969. 

A race day, late 1960s. 


