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In this guide, learn about: 
• The Need for Beaver and Beaver Dam Management   
• Government Regulations   
• Township of Langley’s Approach 
• Management on Private Lands 
• Tools to Manage Beaver Activity 
• Beaver Dam Removal 
• Helpful Links, Contacts and Resources 

The Need for Beaver and Beaver Dam Management   
Managing beavers and their dens and dams is necessary to reduce negative impacts on property and risks to 
public safety.  

In nature, beavers build dams to create habitats for themselves. In urban environments, their activities can 
cause flooding, damage to infrastructure (e.g., culverts and roads), loss of trees, and other hazards and risks 
to private and public property and public safety.   

To reduce these negative impacts and risks to public safety, the management of beavers, dens, and dams is a 
necessary part of municipal operations. However, it is important to note that beavers, through the construction 
of dams and the ponds that form behind them, create some excellent summer and winter habitats for fish and 
other wildlife. 
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Government Regulations 
Acts and regulations exist at both the provincial and federal levels to protect fish and wildlife and their habitats.   
Local governments may also have bylaws to regulate works in and around water. This means approvals and/or 
permits are generally required to conduct beaver and beaver dam management. 

 
Under the BC Wildlife Act, it is an offence to “disturb, molest, or destroy” a beaver den, house, or dam unless 
you are a trapper as licensed under the Act. Alteration or removal of a dam is permitted under the Act “to 
provide irrigation or drainage under lawful authority for the protection of property” and under the BC Water 
Sustainability Act “for drainage purposes with specific restrictions.” 

Before a beaver dam can be removed, landowner permission and applicable Wildlife Act permits and Water 
Sustainability Act notifications are required prior to the commencement of works. 

The federal Fisheries Act regulates fish and fish habitat in Canada. Section 35 of the Act prohibits “harmful 
alteration, disruption or destruction of fish habitat (HADD)” unless authorized by Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO). For works that may result in HADD, DFO must be notified prior to the commencement of works. 

Township of Langley’s Approach 
Various Township policies dictate how, when, why, and where beaver management is conducted. When a 
problem beaver dam is identified on Township property, staff only consider complete removal of the dam or 
other structures if the situation presents a significant risk to public safety, infrastructure, or private property; 
and after all other management tools and options have been reviewed. The Township follows all municipal, 
provincial and federal regulations, and best practices when beaver management is necessary.   

To remove a beaver dam, the Township follows the Requirements and Best Management Practices for Making 
Changes In and About a Stream in BC. This involves the Township working with a Qualified Environmental 
Professional (QEP) to assess the proposed works. In some cases, the QEP will also monitor the works and 
submit notifications and reports to the Province (and DFO, if applicable). 

If the removal of a beaver is deemed necessary (i.e. immediate threat to public safety), beaver trapping is 
undertaken by a licensed trapper. All trapping is conducted in accordance with municipal, provincial, and 
federal regulations. In all instances the Township tries to work with area landowners and residents to accept a 
certain level of flooding caused by beavers; thereby reducing the need for dam removals, habitat alterations, or 
trapping. 

 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/laws-policies-standards-guidance/legislation-regulation/wildlife-act
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/water/laws-rules/water-sustainability-act
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/water/laws-rules/water-sustainability-act
https://www.laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/F-14/page-5.html#docCont
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/water/working-around-water/wsa-cias-requirements-bmps.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/water/working-around-water/wsa-cias-requirements-bmps.pdf
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Management on Private Lands 
According to Township of Langley (Township) policies No. 05-002 Private Property – Entering and Working 
On, and No. 05-205 Control of Nuisance Animals (both of which may be revised from time to time), the 
Township will typically only undertake works on Township property – except in specific circumstances (i.e. risk 
to public safety).    

 
For beaver management issues on private lands, the landowner is responsible for all management activities 
and notifying the appropriate regulatory agencies. To remove a beaver structure, the Province of BC must be 
contacted prior to the start of works to obtain applicable permits/approvals for said works. Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada (DFO) must also be contacted if the project could result in “harmful alteration, disruption or 
destruction of fish habitat” (HADD). If beaver trapping works are necessary, the owner may be required to hire 
a licensed professional trapper. 

Tools to Manage Beaver Activity 
To maintain desired water levels and protect surrounding vegetation, consider these tools:    

• Install fences and/or barriers around culverts, drains, structures, and trees to keep beavers away. 
• Wrap heavy-gauge wire mesh around trees to prevent beavers from ‘working’ on them. 
• Use low-voltage electric fencing to isolate areas or stands of vegetation from the beavers. 
• Install a beaver pond leveler or other devices in the dam to maintain desired water levels upstream and 

downstream of the dam. This action may require Provincial and possibly DFO notification/permits. 

  
Wire caging for tree protection from beavers                 
(Township of Langley, 2020) 

Pond Leveler Installation 
(Township of Langley, 2020) 

Landowners can also work with local stewardship groups or engage environmental/wildlife professionals to 
assess the situation and provide further advice on management options. 

Township property includes parcels of land and/or improvements as well as roads, rights-of-way, or works 
owned or operated by the Township, including those held in trust by the Township. 
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Beaver Dam Removal    
Beaver dam removal may occur under applicable notifications/permits which are in place to prevent improper 
removal methods that can negatively impact fish and wildlife and their habitat, channel stability, downstream 
water users, and landowners. When possible, consider options other than the complete removal of a dam. 
Partial removal of the dam (notching) may provide adequate drainage conveyance. Alternatively, various 
products are available to help beavers and people coexist (e.g. installation of a pond leveler).  

If dam removal is necessary, it is important to ensure that accumulated sediment upstream of the dam is not 
released in a concentrated pulse and that flow velocities will not erode the banks of downstream reaches.   

Removing or altering a beaver dam using powered machinery requires Provincial (and potentially, DFO) 
notifications/permits. Typically, notifications must be submitted to the agencies at least 45 days prior to works.  

Under their trapping license, a registered trapper may have a standing agreement with appropriate regulatory 
agencies to use hand tools or non-mechanized methods for the selective removal of beaver dams and related 
debris. If this is the case, the trapper may be allowed to conduct these works without prior notification or 
approval from the Province. Alternatively, the owner may use this method of dam removal if they notify the 
appropriate regulatory agencies prior to works (see Management on Private Lands section). 

Best management practices for dam removal: 

 
 Beaver dam located in a roadside ditch   
 (Township of Langley, 2020) 

• Remove the dam SLOWLY. Notch the dam in steps, 
allowing water levels to equalize before notching 
again to a lower level. This will minimize both the risk 
of releasing a sudden flush of sediment downstream 
and the potential for stranding fish/amphibians 
upstream.   

• Remove all dam materials from the site to ensure the 
material does not end up in the watercourse where it 
could impede flow, cause flooding, and prevent other 
beavers from reusing the material.   

• Install sediment control measures downstream of the 
dam to contain sediment stored behind the dam. 

It may be prudent to install some type of beaver exclusion method or consider hiring a licensed trapper to 
physically remove the beaver(s) before undertaking dam removal activities because the beaver(s) will try to 
rebuild the dam and any other removed or disturbed structures within their territory. 

Helpful links    
• BC’s Requirements and Best Management Practices for Making Changes In and About a Stream    
• Fisheries and Oceans Canada - Code of Practice: Beaver Dam Removal   
• Township of Langley: Instream Works and Watercourse Maintenance   

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-land-water/water/working-around-water/wsa-cias-requirements-bmps.pdf
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/codes/beaver-dam-barrage-castor-eng.html
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/codes/beaver-dam-barrage-castor-eng.html
https://www.tol.ca/en/building-development/resources/engineering-forms-and-guides/21-429-HDI-Instream-Works.pdf
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Contacts and Resources 

Front Counter BC 
(BC Permitting and Licensing) 
phone: 1-877-855-3222 
email: FrontCounterBC@gov.bc.ca 
website: http://www.frontcounterbc.gov.bc.ca/ 

Permit Regulation for Dens and Dam 
Management: 
https://portal.nrs.gov.bc.ca/web/client/-/dens-and-
dam-management#related-links 

 The Association for the Protection of Fur-Bearing 
Animals (The Fur-Bearers) 
phone: 604-435-1850      
email: info@thefurbearers.com   
website: https://thefurbearers.com/ 

Beavers: Coexistence Strategies for Municipalities 
and Landowners Guide  
https://thefurbearers.com/our-work/living-with-
wildlife/solutions/beavers/ 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) 
British Columbia Regional Office (Vancouver) 
phone: 1-866-845-6776 
email: ReferralsPacific@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

website: Fisheries and Oceans Canada in the 
Pacific Region (dfo-mpo.gc.ca) 

  

 
Langley Environmental Partners Society (LEPS) 
phone: 604-532-3511 
website: http://www.leps.bc.ca/ 

  
  

Professional Trappers:  
Trapping in BC (government website)   
BC Trappers Association (www.bctrappers.ca)     
Search ‘Wildlife Trappers in BC’ online for additional companies/services. 
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