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INTRODUCTION
The story of the Township of Langley is a rich and 
varied narrative involving many cultures and activities. 
From its First Nations’ habitation and enduring legacy, 
the establishment of Fort Langley and settlement by 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, ongoing multicultural 
settlement, the establishment of a regional economy, 
and development as a modern community, Langley has 
played a role in provincial and national consolidation, 
and made considerable contributions to resources, 
trade and agriculture within the region. Its evolution as 
a community has resulted in a legacy of traditions and 
places that remain a continued source of local pride today. 

BACKGROUND
Since time immemorial Coast Salish people have called 
this territory home. The development of Langley has 
been shaped by major geographical, political and 
socio-economic factors, but despite its recent growth, 
the Township retains significant heritage resources that 
provide a legacy of development from all eras of its 
history. Through a program of long-term stewardship, the 
Township of Langley has retained a considerable amount 
of its heritage character, and has broadened its initiatives 
to recognize the diverse heritage, spiritual and cultural 
values of its residents. The story of Langley includes a 
rich and varied legacy of many cultures and activities, 
including: First Nations’ habitation and enduring legacy; 
the establishment of Fort Langley and settlement by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company; ongoing multicultural settlement; 
a rich agricultural history; the establishment of a regional 
economy; and development as a modern community.

Internationally, there has been a shift in heritage 
conservation towards a ‘values-based approach’ 
that recognizes the importance of both tangible and 
intangible historical and cultural values as the basis for 
understanding our heritage. This approach is based on the 
recognition of the importance of different interpretations, 
levels and meanings of heritage value, and considers a 
broad-based view that goes beyond just architectural 
and technological value. A values-based approach also 
looks at the broader cultural, social, economic and 
environmental aspects of our shared experience. It is 
important to consider that values are multivalent, and that 
a theme or a historic place can illustrate more than one 
value. This evolving view of heritage recognizes emerging 
trends in urban development and the need for integration 
and sustainability in community planning. A values-based 
approach also recognizes that heritage conservation 

strongly supports the cultural, social, economic and 
environmental pillars of sustainability. The Township of 
Langley has also been a leader in embracing the new 
programs developed since 2001 as part of the federal 
Historic Places Initiative. Since 2003, Langley has been 
documenting heritage sites through the use of Statements 
of Significance and through inclusion of these sites on the 
Canadian Register of Historic Places. 

Our Shared History has been based on a bibliographic 
review of existing literature, comprehensive historic 
documentation and an extensive program of community 
consultation. It distills what we know about Langley’s 
evolution, development and identity, and establishes 
a framework for determining the significance of an 
individual place within one or more of the identified 
themes, subthemes and components. The structure of 
the Thematic Framework is designed to be inclusive and 
expandable over time, and can be continuously updated 
as new information becomes available, new resources are 
identified and as different aspects of Langley’s historical 
development become apparent or relevant. Specific 
subthemes and components can also be broken into 
individual elements as required. Further, the Thematic 
Framework provides a basis for the review of sites listed 
on the Register, and strengthens the reasons for their 
inclusion, and provides an improved approach to the 
evaluation of other historic places. 

METHODOLOGY
This project has involved the following stages:
1. A project Task Force was selected by the Heritage 

Advisory Committee and endorsed by Council in 
September 2016. Its membership represented a range 
of stakeholders knowledgeable in the diverse aspects 
of Langley’s past. The Task Force’s role was advisory 
and participatory, and its objectives were to generate 
community awareness, solicit and share information, 
build upon information and processes already in 
place, and participate and advise on the outreach 
component of the historical and cultural review 
process.

2. A consultant was retained to work in concert with the 
Task Force and Long Range Planning staff in preparing 
the Historic Context & Thematic Framework.

3. Background research was initiated to assist in 
developing a deeper understanding of Langley’s 
historical development.

4. Five public workshops were held in February and 
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March 2017 to involve community stakeholders in 
the following topic areas: Langley’s Built Heritage; 
Natural & Cultural Landscapes; Agriculture; Sports & 
Recreation; and The Arts in Langley.

5. Draft reports were prepared and reviewed.
6. An Open House was held on April 5th, 2017 to solicit 

public input.
7. The final report was submitted after further review 

by the Task Force, staff and the Heritage Advisory 
Committee.

The outcome of this work is a comprehensive framework 
from which to investigate, identify, understand, and assess 
heritage resources, based on their significance within the 
greater community context.

THE LANGLEY HISTORIC CONTEXT 
The Historic Context is a narrative document that explores 
the major geographical, political and socio-economic 
factors and events that drove the historical formation of 
Langley. Although the process of preparing a Historic 
Context looks to the past to inform its content, it is not 
a written history in itself, but rather an exploration and 
chronological summary of the major thematic events that 
have contributed to Langley’s development. 

THE LANGLEY THEMATIC FRAMEWORK
The Thematic Framework explores themes identified in the 
Historic Context by breaking them down under the five 
key categories identified by the Parks Canada National 
Historic Sites System Plan Thematic Framework, adapted 
to suit local conditions. The outcome is a comprehensive 

framework that defines the range of significant historic 
activities and places in the development of Langley up 
to the present, including physical development as well 
as non-physical ideas, movements and events, thereby 
providing a basis to investigate, identify, understand, and 
assess heritage resources based on their significance within 
the broader community context. Themes may relate to 
development patterns and trends, such as social, cultural, 
political and economic forces, and are not determined 
chronologically; they may relate to all or only parts of the 
Historic Context. Sites that are currently on the Township 
of Langley Heritage Register have been calibrated against 
identified themes to better understand their community 
significance. As well, the Thematic Framework will be 
used to evaluate whether key community themes are 
comprehensively represented through tangible sites 
that can be commemorated, celebrated and conserved. 
The Thematic Framework will also assist in identifying 
elements of intangible heritage that represent other aspects 
of Langley’s historic legacy, and identify sites or topics that 
would benefit from further research, commemoration and 
interpretation.

Together, the Historic Context & Thematic Framework 
address how distinctive events and eras of history have 
shaped what Langley is today, which will aid in the 
future updating and management of Langley’s Heritage 
Program. This project has confirmed that the planning 
work, interpretation, regulation and incentives pursued 
by Langley for many decades has been an extremely 
effective base for the further development of a values-
based approach to heritage management.
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PART A: 
HISTORIC 
CONTEXT
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THE GREAT RIVER, THE 
FERTILE VALLEY

Langley is located in a stunning natural setting, and 
the life of its inhabitants – and the development of 
the municipality – has always been tied to its natural 
topography and resources. The land provides the key 
to unlocking our shared histories, and understanding 
the development patterns and evolution of Langley’s 
current form. These shifting relationships are related to 
the geological, hydrological and climatic events that 
have shaped not only what lies beneath Langley, but 
also what flows through it, towers above it, and calls it 
home. The rich natural heritage has been sustained by an 

abundance of natural resources; the rivers and adjacent 
environs supported numerous fish species, shellfish, sea 
mammals, and plants that could be used as foodstuffs 
and as a source of materials. This land, which also 
provided a vast bounty of plants and animals, became 
intrinsically linked with the cultural identity of Coast 
Salish peoples. Over time, human modifications to the 
landscape included the logging of forests and filling 
of watercourses. Remnants of natural features, such as 
ravines, creeks and escarpments remain throughout the 
municipality as a legacy of this great landscape.

Top: View of Hudson Bay Company post from the river, circa 1938. [James Crookall, photographer. CVA 260-825]
Previous Spread: McMillan Island, 1950s. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #4456]

1
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The Salmon River near Glover Road, circa 1938. [James Crookall, photographer. CVA 260-823]
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FIRST NATIONS

This land is an ancient place, and since time immemorial 
Coast Salish people have called this territory home. 
Langley contains the traditional overlapping territories 
of the Kwantlen, Katzie, Semiahmoo, Matsqui, Stó:lō 
and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations. Their oral histories, 
place names, languages, villages, trails, resources, and 
sacred sites highlight the Coast Salish people’s deep and 
enduring connections to their territorial lands, and are 
the foundation of today’s Langley. Over twelve thousand 
years into the past, the Coast Salish inhabited this area, 

and continue to do so today. Despite the destruction of 
material evidence of the First Nations culture during 
the early colonizing period, the constant presence of 
indigenous people resonates throughout the intangible 
fabric of Langley. Indigenous stories are written in the 
landscape, and recognition of the identity and continual 
connection of the original people to the area provides 
context and depth to the municipality’s relatively recent, 
post-contact history.

2
Top: Women and children in dugout canoe on Fraser River, circa 1890. [Charles Trott Dunbar, photographer. CVA In P137]
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Rock Paintings from the head of Pitt Lake
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CONTACT

By the 1770s, contact with European explorers 
significantly altered the way of life of the Pacific 
Northwest Coast First Nations people, including the 
Coast Salish. The first written account of European 
contact with Langley’s original inhabitants dates from 
1808, when the explorer Simon Fraser, an employee 
of the Montreal-based North West Company, travelled 
down the river that subsequently was given his name. 
Fraser recorded seeing a large First Nations village with 
cedar plank long houses on the riverbank near Langley. 
Although the site of the village has now been lost, 
archaeological information and oral traditions point to 
the existence of permanent and seasonal Coast Salish 
settlements along Langley’s waterways. At first, the local 
First Nations and the Hudson’s Bay Company had a 
close working relationship, and trade and intermarriage 

provided mutual benefit. Over time, these relationships 
deteriorated, in part due to the diseases the Europeans 
brought with them, and their interest in maximizing 
the profits that they wanted to reap from the area’s vast 
natural resources. The first fort in Coast Salish territory, 
Fort Langley, was constructed by the HBC in 1827; Chief 
Factor John McLoughlin organized an expedition that 
summer to establish a depot on the Fraser River, to be 
named after Thomas Langley – then a member of the 
governing committee of the HBC. Other permanent 
trading posts were established throughout the northwest, 
and subsequently resulted in the re-settlement of First 
Nations’ people near the posts and increased dependency 
on European goods, which presented inherent dangers 
to the First Nations’ traditional way of life. 

3
Top: Hudson’s Bay Company Fort Langley, left bank of Fraser River. Langley Buttes in the distance. [James Madison Alden. NARA 305495]
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“The Frazer, New Westminster, September 1862.” A view of the Fraser River from New Westminster showing the houses at qәyqә́yt. [Sarah 
Crease. BCA D-02123]
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THE HUDSON’S BAY 
COMPANY 

It was Langley’s navigable river location, its proximity 
to the sea, and its untapped resources that suggested it 
as a possible location for an HBC depot. In 1827, Fort 
Langley was established on the southern shores of the 
Fraser River. Initially, the fort provided support to the 
Company’s coastal trade and assisted in combating 
American competition. The Fort was relocated in 1839; 
the Company established a series of farms, both close 
to the Fort and farther away on a fertile inland plain, 
near the site of modern-day Milner. The farm’s produce 
served the Company’s own needs and accompanied 

the fort’s preserved salmon to Hawaii and other Pacific 
Rim markets. Recognition that the site of the fort was 
vulnerable to flooding and too far from its farm resulted 
in its relocation further upstream on a higher piece of 
land. A second fort was established at the site of the 
current reconstructed fort in 1839. It burned in 1840 
and was immediately rebuilt. After the Oregon Treaty 
of 1846 extended the international border to the Pacific 
Ocean at the 49th parallel, the Hudson’s Bay Company 
concentrated on establishing a strong presence and a 
lucrative operation on what was now Canadian soil.

4
Top: Fort Langley, 1858. [Harper’s Weekly, October, 1858. BCA PDP01891]
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Fort Langley, 1862. [William Henry Newton, BCA PDP00029]

“Old Hudson’s Bay Company, Fort Langley, BC,” 189-. [BCA C-09126]
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OUTPOST OF EMPIRE

The development of early British Columbia was both 
colonial and commercial, fuelled by expansionist 
militarism and the availability of vast natural resources, 
but subject to violent swings in economic cycles and 
outside political interests. By the middle of the 19th 

century, the vast potential of these western lands 
was recognized, but remained mostly untouched by 
Europeans until rumours of gold strikes on the Fraser 
and Thompson Rivers circulated in the fall of 1857. 
Almost overnight, some ten to twenty thousand men, 
mostly Americans, moved into the region around 

present-day Yale, sparking the Fraser Canyon Gold Rush. 
Governor Douglas – who had no legal authority over 
New Caledonia – stationed a gunboat at the entrance 
of the Fraser River to exert such authority by collecting 
licences from prospectors attempting to make their way 
upstream. To normalize its jurisdiction, and undercut 
any HBC claims to the resource wealth of the mainland, 
the government of the United Kingdom proclaimed 
the mainland territory of New Caledonia as the Crown 
colony of British Columbia in 1858, and named James 
Douglas as governor.

5
Top: A small village developed near Fort Langley early in the Gold Rush, located on the spit below the HBC post. It consisted of a modest row 
of shops, saloons and hotels meant to lure miners travelling to the gold fields in the Fraser Valley. Reverend W.B. Crickmer is seen preaching 
from a barrel in main street. Note the sign for ‘Hi Sing.’ This village burned to the ground on July 24, 1859. [CVA Out P825]
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James Douglas, circa 1860 [BCA F-07680]
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GROWTH &  
CONSOLIDATION

The nascent colonies of Vancouver Island and British 
Columbia continued to grow, and in 1866 they were 
formally united as the Crown colony of British Columbia. 
Permanent settlements were being established, and 
substantial buildings started to challenge the vast natural 
landscape. The pre-emption process was established as 
early as 1859, and in 1860 an ordinance was passed that 
facilitated the pre-emption of land for those who were 
male, British and at least eighteen years old. Unease 
over the turmoil that followed the American Civil War, 
the American purchase of Alaska in 1867, the end of the 
HBC’s local dominance, and faltering economic returns 
were all contributing factors to a final resolution of the 
colony’s status. British Columbia joined Confederation 

in 1871, in exchange for the construction of a 
transcontinental railway and the relief of colonial debt. 
In 1872, the new province passed the Municipalities Act, 
and many of the Fraser Valley communities petitioned 
for municipal incorporation, including Chilliwack and 
Langley in 1873, Maple Ridge in 1874, and Delta, Surrey 
and Richmond in 1879. The construction of the railway 
was delayed until the 1880s; its initial impact was not 
as great as expected, as British Columbia continued to 
be disrupted by boom and bust cycles. Despite frontier 
conditions and uncertain economic conditions, the 
population swelled with settlers seeking land and 
opportunities. 

6
Top:  New Westminster from the Fraser River, 1865. [Francis George Claudet, photographer. BCA A-03330]
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Church of the Holy Redeemer and homes on the reserve on McMillan Island. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #0436] 
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THE GREAT WESTERN 
BOOM

By 1898, the Klondike gold rush had begun, and the 
province’s economy was roaring again. A radical change 
in attitude accompanied the start of the 20th century, 
ushering in an economic boom of unprecedented 
proportions. The ongoing construction of the Panama 
Canal had caused renewed interest in Pacific trade, but its 
progress was painfully slow until 1906, when President 
Teddy Roosevelt dedicated his personal prestige to the 
completion of the Canal, kicking off a whole new era of 
investor confidence and initiating the last, and greatest, 
western boom. A flood of immigrants started moving 
west on the railway and streamed in by ship. Financial 
investment was pouring into British Columbia, and there 

was great interest in the agricultural potential of the fertile 
Fraser Valley. The Canadian Pacific reached the coast in 
1885, but as it ran on the north side of the river, originally 
had little direct impact on Langley, which remained 
more directly connected to New Westminster; Langley’s 
settlers and speculators longed for the arrival of a railway 
connection. The booming economy ensured that rail 
access was finally made available to Langley: the Great 
Northern Railway in 1905, the British Columbia Electric 
Railway in 1910 and the Canadian Northern Railway in 
1910. This access enabled widespread community and 
economic development on a much grander scale. 

7
Top: Murrayville, BC [With Buildings, Cart And Sign: Chew Pay Roll Plug Tobacco, May 1915, Lindley Crease. BCA PDP07591]
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Milner, 191- [BCA C-09094]

Milner, 191- [BCA C-09109]
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Top: A.R.P. firefighting equipment, new pump, 1943. [Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. CVA 586-1045]

When Britain declared war on Germany in 1914, Canada 
– and Langley – rallied patriotically to participate. The 
‘War to End All Wars’ lasted four years and exacted a 
staggering toll. For the next two decades, social and 
political unrest and upheaval were common, and the 
seeds were sown for yet another global war. Despite 
the overwhelming economic difficulties that followed 
the end of the First World War, the Panama Canal was 
now open, and British Columbia’s vast natural resources 
were once again readily available to European and 
eastern United States markets. In 1929, the Stock Market 
Crash shattered the world’s economy, and the agony of 
the Great Depression set in. The next few years were 
exceptionally difficult; wages plummeted, and countless 
thousands went bankrupt. Relief programs set up by 

the federal government, including work camps, were 
overwhelmed by the large number of unemployed. 
By the mid-1930s, the economy was on the upswing, 
and there was a return to cautious optimism. The late 
1930s were a time of improving economic conditions 
and increasing hope for a better life, but were also a 
time of escalating global struggles and militarization, 
culminating in September 1939 with the declaration of 
another global war. Canada mobilized again, for what 
turned out to be six more years of conflict. Despite these 
tumultuous conditions, Langley’s growth through the 
first half of the 20th century was for the most part steady, 
enabled by an increasing population, a growing road 
network and improved transportation.

8
CONFLICT AND TURMOIL
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A.R.P. fire drill, 1943. [Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. CVA 586-1052]
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Top: Langley City, 1955. [B.C. Ministry of the Provincial Secretary and Travel Industry. BCA I-27246]

The world was a new place in 1945. After enormous 
destruction, the Second World War had ended. Atomic 
power, and other new and potentially destructive 
technologies, had been unleashed. Growth during 
the postwar period was rapid, with many families 
and returning veterans settling on the coast, seeking 
new opportunities or retiring to a milder climate, 
requiring the development of new housing, commercial 
shopping centres and the development of institutional 
infrastructure. Langley’s growth increased rapidly during 
the postwar era; in 1955, residents of the downtown 

core demanded services – street lights – that the 
municipal government was not willing to provide, and 
on March 15, 1955, the City of Langley incorporated as a 
separate municipality. With the completion of the Trans-
Canada Highway in 1964, new suburban communities 
began to appear in Langley. Rapid population growth 
experienced in the greater Vancouver Region in the late 
1960s and early 1970s created enormous pressure on 
rich Fraser Valley farm land, leading to the establishment 
of the Agricultural Land Commission in 1973 and the 
protection of 75% of Langley’s land area as agricultural.

9
POSTWAR LANGLEY
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Langley City, 1967. [B.C. Ministry of the Provincial Secretary and Travel Industry. BCA I-21265]
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Top: Aerial shot of Langley, June 21, 2012. [Township of Langley]

Today, the Township of Langley is one of the fastest 
growing municipalities in the Lower Mainland. With 
ready access to major transportation routes, a United 
States border crossing, a large industrial base and an 
expanding population, the Township has the resources 
to create successful businesses and maintain a healthy 
economy. Over the past four decades, the Township 
has experienced a dramatic increase in population; 
local businesses and industrial and commercial 
developments have kept pace, with more than 6,600 
companies currently operating within the Township. 
Census 2016 shows that the Township of Langley 
had a total population of 117,285, an approximate 
increase of 12.6% between 2011 and 2016. With six 
distinct communities, the Township boasts a number 
of exciting urban centres that provide an abundance 
of conveniences and amenities. The Township is also 
home to half the farms in Metro Vancouver. With 75% 

of the Township located within the Agricultural Land 
Reserve, agriculture and farming continue to play an 
integral role in the Township’s economy, with farmers 
employing improved and innovative production 
techniques. Vibrant new neighbourhoods are being 
developed that offer flexible, affordable, and mixed 
housing options and the opportunity to live, work, shop, 
and play in a safe community. Despite the challenges 
of balancing development with preservation, the people 
of Langley are well aware of the value of their land and 
their history, and have demonstrated a strong ethic of 
conservation and stewardship. The future of Langley 
is unfolding within the context of a rapidly-expanding 
and increasingly diverse metropolitan region that is now 
internationally connected. Langley’s past and present 
histories, memories and legacies will continue to inform 
its future development and identity.

10
LANGLEY TODAY
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Rural area along 216th Street in Langley, B.C.

Horse Chestnut trees line Glover Road in Fort Langley, B.C.
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PART B: 
THEMATIC  
FRAMEWORK
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1
HABITATION
This theme celebrates the range of influences on Langley 
from its origins as the home of the Coast Salish, to its more 
recent European settlement, to its present transformation 
into a modern municipality. This place now known as 
Langley has supported a human population for millennia. 
In recent years, people from other parts of the globe have 
joined the indigenous Coast Salish, shaping Langley’s 
cultural mosaic. European exploration of the area led 
to the establishment of Fort Langley by the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, followed by increasing settlement. Many 
complex geographical, historical, political and socio-
economic factors and events drove – and continue to 
influence – the development of the modern municipality.

Top: Salmon River
Right: Coast Salish weaving [Seyem’ Qwantlen Business Group] 

Above: Hope MacPherson with Noel and Gertrude Booth and their 
children Mark and Valara outside their Service Station, 194-. [Langley 
Centennial Museum Photo #3364]
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SUBTHEME 1.A  
ENDURING FIRST NATIONS PRESENCE
The Lower Mainland is layered with indigenous cultural 
landscapes and memories from continual use over 
many generations, and First Nations stories are written 
in the land. The coastal rainforest that envelopes British 
Columbia’s Northwest Coast in a lush green blanket has 
been the ancestral home of First Nations people for at 
least 12,000 years. The rivers, marshes, beaches, and 
forests provided the Coast Salish, who first occupied the 
land upon which Langley now stands, with a wealth of 
resources. Although their presence is underrepresented 
in the material form, their enduring and dynamic 
connection with the landscape is inescapable and 
persists to the present day. This subtheme addresses the 
rich and enduring history of the First Nations people of 
Langley, and their deep and abiding connections with 
this place. Their long-term presence is often overlooked 
due to a lack of material evidence on the landscape 
today; however, the constant presence of First Nations 
people resonates throughout both the tangible and 
intangible urban fabric of Langley. 

Top: Kwantlen First Nation People [Kwantlen First Nation] Kwantlen cedar basket [Hazel Gludo]
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SUBTHEME 1.B  
MULTICULTURAL SETTLEMENT
This subtheme explores how Langley’s culture and 
development have been shaped by the diversity of its 
settlers. This land was the traditional territory of the 
Coast Salish peoples. Langley’s navigable river location, 
its proximity to the sea, and its untapped resources 
attracted settlement by many different cultures, including 
the English and Scottish who dominated the corporate 
and administrative structures, the Francophones 
who were intimately connected with the HBC, the 
Hawaiian “Kanakas” brought in to labour at the Fort, 
and other diverse cultural groups. Much of Langley’s 
early development owed its success to Oriental labour. 
Chinese workers were often employed in land clearing, 
and assisted in the construction of much of Yale Road. 
Similarly, Sikh and Japanese labourers were a significant 
component of the labour force in early logging and 
milling operations throughout the Township. While the 
Chinese and Sikh population tended to be seasonal, many 
Japanese settled in Langley’s Fern Ridge, Coghlan, and 
West Langley districts between the two World Wars and 
established successful berry farms. In the years following 

the end of the First World War, mass displacement in 
Europe resulted in Canada receiving a broad range of 
immigrants from Eastern Europe. After the end of the 
Second World War, a booming economy alleviated 
concerns over Canadian workers losing their jobs to 
foreign labour, initiating more waves of immigration. In 
recent years, immigration from many different countries 
has increased, including Asian countries such as China, 
Korea, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. As Langley 
continues to grow and develop, the world’s population is 
now reflected in an increasing diversity of new residents. 
Today, the Township of Langley is one of the fastest 
growing municipalities in the Lower Mainland. 

Top: Fort Langley; Jason Allard on Horse; Kwantlen leader Chief 
Cassimere to the left, 1901. [BCA A-04314]
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SUBTHEME 1.C 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
This subtheme encompasses the rich social, cultural and 
architectural history that is reflected in Langley’s diverse 
communities. The modern municipality developed from 
a series of distinct smaller communities. Settlement 
was driven initially by proximity to transportation and 
resources, but as settlement moved inland from the 
river and away from Fort Langley, other village centres 
began to emerge. These typically developed at a major 
crossroads, and usually featured a church, a general 
store, a hotel, a post office, and a blacksmith. Murray’s 
Corners (later called Murrayville) was the earliest of 
these, having begun near Paul Murray’s farm where the 
New Westminster-Yale Road intersected with the trail 
to Fort Langley. As the population expanded, some of 
these individual communities grew into substantial 
centres with their own identities, shopping streets and 
commercial services, which also absorbed some of the 
smaller settlements. In the postwar era, the municipality 
developed with new suburbs and street patterns that 
demonstrated the dominance of the automobile. The 
municipality’s historical development is still reflected in 
the character of its individual communities.
Top: Sketch map of Fort Langley and surrounding area by Charles 
Edward Hope, 1912. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #0285]

View of Murrayville showing Langley Prairie, 1929. [W.J. Moore 
Photo Co. CVA PAN N155]



35

SUBTHEME 1.D 
NATURAL & CULTURAL LANDSCAPES
With its temperate climate, rich alluvial soil, abundant 
rainfall, frontage on the Fraser River and numerous 
watercourses, Langley is a lush, green landscape whose 
inhabitants value a variety of natural, agricultural, 
cultivated and designed green spaces. Ancient sites, 
pastoral agricultural fields, country roads, stands of 
trees and remaining swaths of natural environment 
all contribute to a unique environmental legacy. This 
subtheme explores natural landscapes and ecosystems 
that have been preserved, cultural landscapes that 
have been created, and the development of parks and 
landscaping in the public realm.

Top: Langley Prairie, 1947. [B.C. Ministry of the Provincial Secretary 
and Travel Industry. BCA I-21245]

Campbell Valley Regional Park
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2
ECONOMIES
From the earliest hunters and gatherers to today’s post-
industrial workers, the inhabitants of Langley have 
worked in a wide variety of ways to sustain themselves. 
This theme examines the historical legacies of early 
subsistence economies; commercial pursuits in fishing, 
farming, forestry and mining; manufacturing, production 
and distribution; trade and commerce; the development 
of infrastructure that supported these economic pursuits; 
and the labour, technology and innovation that made it 
possible.

View of Seney Garage and gas pumps, located on Glover Road in Fort 
Langley and owned by Roy Seney, circa 1968. This garage burned 
down in January 1969, from a fire started by a mechanic’s cutting 
torch, and was rebuilt. [Langley Advance Photograph Collection, 
Langley Centennial Museum Photo #2010.001.223]

Above: First Electric Train From New Westminster To Fort Langley, 
July 1, 1910. [BCA C-09119]
 
Right: Aerial View of Langley Airport, circa 1980. [Langley Centennial 
Museum Photo #3227]
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SUBTHEME 2.A  
FIRST ECONOMIES
The Coast Salish have harvested a vast range of 
resources from the rivers, marshes, and forests since 
time immemorial. A hunting and gathering economy 
remained in place into the Contact period. The First 
Nations cultures were based on the wealth of the 
river, the forest and the sea, including the collection 
of salmon as well as other fish species and shellfish. 
These foodstuffs were augmented through hunting, and 
harvesting of plants including roots, leaves, and berries. 
Enough resources were collected to meet their needs 
and to trade with other indigenous groups for items not 
available within their territory. A shift to a more capitalist 
economy emerged following contact that further altered 
the subsistence practices of the Coast Salish. Increasingly 
restricted access to land and sea, appropriation of First 
Nations land for non-indigenous settlement, relocation of 
First Nations peoples to reserves, and efforts to eradicate 
traditional ways of life resulted in an economy expanded 

to include wage work. This resulted in an industrial 
seasonal round, with some First Nation’s peoples 
following a cycle that included working in saw mills, 
canneries, mines, shipyards, and railways, picking hops, 
tending gardens, as well as fishing. First Nation’s people 
continue to work – now as they did then – in a number 
of these economies. Some First Nations groups shifted to 
seasonal wage work in the resource industries, and over 
time became self-organized and evolved into owner-
operators. Today, First Nations peoples are developing 
resources and industries in an entrepreneurial manner.

Top: ‘Goodfellows’ fishing camp on Boundary Bay, at what is now known as Maple Beach, with Kwantlen canoes, fish drying racks and 
a wooden building on the shoreline. Joseph Goodfellows was a Point Roberts fisherman who operated fish traps in Boundary Bay. E.A. 
Wadhams built the cannery, which can be seen in the background of the photograph, on Lily Point in 1893. Alaska Packers Association 
bought the cannery in 1894. [Delta Museum & Archives; Photograph from A. E. Fawcett Album CR-125, fonds 1970-1-120]
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SUBTHEME 2.B 
TRANSPORTATION & INFRASTRUCTURE
This subtheme addresses the development of Langley’s 
transportation networks including the use of water 
routes, early paths and trails, construction of public 
works, the development of a network of services that 
reflect technological and engineering achievements, 
and the municipality’s growth as a regional hub for 
transportation.

Top: “Inaugural trip of the S.S. Paystreak to Langley,” March 10, 1910. 
[BCA C-07975]

Highway near Langley, September 1949. [Steffens-Colmer Studios 
Ltd. CVA 586-105.02]
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COMPONENT 2.B.1 
RIVERS & WATERWAYS
The northern edge of Langley is defined by the mighty 
Fraser River, which for millennia has been a source 
of wealth and a transportation highway. The Fraser is 
heavily exploited by human activities; its banks front rich 
farmland, and it provided one of the most productive 
salmon fisheries in the world. For thousands of years, 
many First Nations occupied well-defined areas along 
the Fraser River benefitting from the fish, wildlife and 
vegetation associated with the river environment. The 
Salmon and Nickomekl Rivers, and other waterways, 
were also important transportation routes and sustained 
the local economies. In more recent times, First Nations 
were joined by explorers and settlers, who similarly 
harvested the resources of the region, using the river for 
its rich fishery, for transportation and as a support for 
agriculture and community life.

COMPONENT 2.B.2 
TRAILS & ROADS
The Coast Salish people created a network of trails 
throughout the Langley area, some of which formed 
the basis for the municipality’s first roads. Early wagon 
trails were pushed through the forest to provide access 
to farms and growing communities, and over time a road 
network was developed that connected to a regional 
network. With the advent of the automobile age, better 
roads were required, and unpaved gravel roads received 
a variety of pavements. Beginning in the 1930s and 
culminating in the postwar era, there was a decline in 
the use of the railway and the interurban, and rubber-
wheeled transport began to dominate the movement of 
people and goods. 

Trans Canada Highway Near Langley, 1954. [B.C. Ministry of the 
Provincial Secretary and Travel Industry. BCA I-27247]

The S.S. Scenic used on the Fort Langley run, 192-. [BCA D-06740]
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COMPONENT 2.B.3 
RAILWAYS
The CPR passenger and freight service that ran on the 
north side of the Fraser River was originally a monolithic 
monopoly. Over time, the CPR faced increasing 
competition from other railways. In 1907, the Vancouver, 
Victoria & Eastern Railway began buying property 
through Langley for the new Great Northern Railway 
that was being pushed across the southern part of the 
province to compete with the CPR; by 1916, the line had 
been extended to join the Canadian Northern Line. THE 
BCER Fraser Valley interurban line opened in 1910, and 
transformed the communities it passed through. By the 
1930s, there was a decline in the use and success of the 
railway and the interurban. The interurban shut down in 
the 1950s, and in 1980, passenger rail service to Langley 
was halted. Today the legacy of the railways is evident in 
the way that communities developed and grew, and in 
the rights-of way that still cross the municipality.

C.N.R. locomotive no.1047 at the Langley Railway Station, 1924. 
[Leonard Frank, photographer. VPL#8372]

Airplane in field on Graham family farm, 1939-45. [Langley 
Centennial Museum Photo #2012.047.001]

COMPONENT 2.B.4 
AVIATION
During the first years of the 20th century, nothing excited 
the public imagination more than the thought of human 
flight. Just a few short years after the Wright Brothers 
demonstrated that heavier-than-air powered flight was 
possible, airplanes were flying in the skies over the Fraser 
Valley. The Royal Canadian Air Force Station Boundary 
Bay was opened on April 10, 1941 under the British 
Commonwealth Air Training Plan; a Relief Landing Field 
was established as RCAF Detachment Langley. In 1945, 
the RCAF de-commissioned the airfield, and the Township 
of Langley assumed ownership and operation of what 
is now Langley Regional Airport. Once considered far-
fetched, air travel and transport is now commonplace, 
and an essential part of the global economy.
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COMPONENT 2.B.5 
POWER GENERATION & DISTRIBUTION
Langley began to acquire the technology of the modern 
era, and the use of electricity was integral to its later growth 
and development. The generation of electric power was 
tied to the development of the electric interurban lines. 
The development of industrial technology that made 
use of electricity, as well as the increasing numbers of 
electrical consumer goods and domestic labour-saving 
devices, amplified the demand for electrical power. 
Gas and oil played an increasingly prominent role in 
industrial production, and provided fuel for new fleets 
of rubber-wheeled traffic as well as boats and airplanes. 
The unbridled generation and consumption of power, 
once a proud symbol of progress, has been increasingly 
called into question as the environmental movement 
continues to draw attention to the finite limits on 
available resources. 

COMPONENT 2.B.6 
WATER SUPPLY & MANAGEMENT
An abundance of water has been a challenge and a 
blessing to Langley. As much of the municipality is low-
lying alluvial land, flooding has been a constant threat. 
Destructive flooding, including the catastrophic floods 
of 1894 and 1948, led to water control measures that 
started to tame the power of the Fraser River. Langley 
is fortunate in having a system of natural aquifers, 
and the water for many inhabitants was, and still is, 
supplied by wells. The history of the water and sanitation 
infrastructure that keeps Langley healthy and habitable 
is often overlooked. Water pipes and sewerage lines are 
buried out of sight, but Langley’s development paralleled 
the growth of this complex and essential infrastructure. 
A growing sewer system in parts of the Township made 
septic fields redundant and has allowed denser urban 
development in new neighbourhoods.

Aerial photo of Glen Valley, including a flooded barn, during the 
1948 Flood. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #2990]

Coghlan Substation, built in 1910 to supply 600 volts of direct 
current for the trolleys of the interurban trains as they passed. [Philip 
Timms, photographer. VPL#7479]
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B and A Garage, Langley Prairie [CVA MI-97]

Ross Bros. Garage, Aldergrove [CVA MI-97]
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SUBTHEME 2.C 
COMMUNICATION
Given its remote isolated location and challenging 
topography, Langley was dependent on extended lines of 
communication that enabled the exchange of information 
and connected the municipality to the rest of the world. 
The development of communications networks required 
substantial commitment and technological innovation to 
support the municipality’s growth.

Top: Group of telephone operator’s at the Milner Telephone Office, 
circa 1923; (left to right): unidentified, unidentified, Mary (Molly) 
Mufford (nee Hill), Isabel Sharp (nee Hill), unidentified, Annie 
Lynch (nee Worrell), Katie Norris. [Langley Centennial Museum 
Photo #1287]

Plaque commemorating Telegraph Trail, Glover Road, near Fort 
Langley. J.B. Hampton Bole and Herbert W. Halverson, April 18, 
1958. [Ken Oakes, photographer. VPL#78952]
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COMPONENT 2.C.1 
POSTAL SYSTEM
Mail service provided a crucial connection to the outside 
world and far-distant family, and the early settlers of 
Langley would have visited the post office regularly to 
send and receive their mail. Postal services were under 
the control of British authorities until 1851. At the time 
of Confederation, the Post Office was created as a federal 
department; as the municipality grew, a network of post 
offices developed at the community level, providing 
identity and focus – and names – to each local settlement. 
Originally transported by stages, rail and ship, over time 
the movement of mail shifted primarily to trucks and air, 
but mail continues to be delivered to its destination by 
postal carriers.

COMPONENT 2.C.2 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS
Born during the modern era, Langley embraced the 
miraculous new communication technology that 
was becoming available and connecting the modern 
world. Lines for the first overland telegraph system in 
the Canadian West were laid across Langley by the 
Collins Overland Telegraph Line in 1865. Over time, 
improvements in the technologies for long-distance 
communication included the development of electrical 
and electromagnetic networks, such as telephones, 
teleprinters, radio, microwave transmission, fiber 
optics and communications satellites. Throughout its 
history, Langley has taken advantage of contemporary 
communications technology.

Aldergrove Telephone Exchange. [Telephone Talk, 1921]

Front view of the Aldergrove Post Office, 1926. [Langley 
Centennial Museum Photo #1376]
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SUBTHEME 2.D 
EXTRACTION, PRODUCTION &  
DISTRIBUTION
This subtheme explores Langley’s agricultural 
production, resource extraction industries and industrial 
development, as well as secondary manufacturing 
industries. The earliest inhabitants of this territory 
hunted, gathered, fished and farmed the fertile local 
lands and waters. Early development also included the 
production and processing of agricultural products and 
a rich variety of natural resources. In the 19th and 20th 
centuries, development of a resource-based economy 
was fuelled by a network of regional operations and 
remote resource extraction operations, which continues 
to be important today but is being supplemented by a 
variety of new technology-based industries.

Top: O’Brien nut farm, Langley Prairie, November 15, 1946. 
[Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. CVA 586-4821]

Logging at Fort Langley. [BCA C-09120]
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Moir’s Blacksmith shop, located on 216 Street, Milner. Built around 1906, Robbie Moir’s Blacksmith Shop was a meeting place for the men 
of Milner for many years. Its simple vertical board and batten construction is typical of barns and small industrial buildings built early in the 
twentieth century.  [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #0460]
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COMPONENT 2.D.1 
AGRICULTURE
Recent archaeological discoveries have uncovered 
remarkably early evidence of First Nations development 
of agriculture, dating back about 4,000 years. In the 19th 
century, the Hudson’s Bay Company established a series 
of farms, both close to the Fort and farther away on a fertile 
inland plain, which proved the agricultural potential of 
the rich alluvial lands of the Fraser Valley. The colonial 
government was anxious to encourage development and 
settlement in the new colony of British Columbia, and by 
the 1860s, settlers were pre-empting land for agricultural 
purposes. As farms were established, new roads – some of 
which followed First Nations travel routes – were carved 
through the forest to deliver farm products to regional 
markets. Small local settlements sprang up, clustered 
around transportation intersections that serviced the 
faming communities. Over time, large farm properties 
were subdivided for more intensive development, and 
market gardens, mixed farming and hobby farms sprang 
up. Sprawling residential and industrial expansion in the 
post-Second World War era prompted concern about the 

loss of valuable farmland, and led to the creation of the 
Agricultural Land Reserve in 1973. With 75% of its lands 
located within the ALR, Langley today is home to half 
the farms in Metro Vancouver. Growing awareness of the 
fragility of our food supply, combined with a desire to 
reduce our ecological footprint, has led to a newfound 
appreciation of our agricultural legacy.

COMPONENT 2.D.2 
FISHING
The rich resources of the Fraser River and the waterways 
have always been a staple of the Coast Salish culture, 
and remain so today. The first colonial settlers harvested 
the waters for food and export; by 1830 Fort Langley 
had become a major exporter of salted salmon. The 
first commercial canneries developed along the Fraser 
River in the 1870s, and grew exponentially as the 
pace of settlement quickened. The salmon canneries 
moved closer to the mouth of the river over time, and 
these urban canneries, and the network of remote 
coastal canneries established up the coast, developed 
into massive conglomerates. Over time, the industry 
faltered, and was forced to adapt to changes in available 
resources and the global economy. The decline of the 
salmon, sturgeon, and eulachon fisheries has had a 
significant impact on First Nations communities, but 
the fishing industry continues today as part of the local 
economy and a cornerstone cultural activity for many 
Coast Salish Nations, who are working to restore habitat 
in their traditional territories to revitalize these fisheries 
for future generations. Goldie Webster pulling a net from the river, 1945. [Langley 

Centennial Museum Photo #2826]

Electrically-powered canning machinery at B.C. Milk Condensing 
Co. Ltd. [B.C. Electric Railway. CVA LGN 1156]
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COMPONENT 2.D.3 
LUMBER
The lush coastal forests were a significant source of 
sustenance for First Nations people; cedar was a staple 
of life that was used for canoes, dwellings, ceremonial 
objects and clothing. European settlers recognized 
the immense value of the area’s forest resources, and 
commenced commercial logging operations, providing 
lumber for local use and for export. As land was cleared 
and became more valuable for other uses, the once-
numerous local saw mills began to disappear.

Mills Brothers trucks, March 26, 1935. Stuart Thomson, photographer. 
[CVA 99-4729]

Potter’s Distilleries Clydesdales, 197-. [BCA G-02057]

COMPONENT 2.D.4 
INDUSTRY
As Langley was substantially rural, industry was slow to 
develop; there was limited local manufacturing capacity 
other than what was necessary to service agricultural 
requirements. Over time, local industries began to 
develop, due to increased demand for manufacturing 
capacity. Improved technology gave rise to support 
industries, and the demands of wartime production drove 
further industrial development. Over time, industries 
began to develop in dedicated zones, reflecting the shift 
towards truck-based industrial transportation and the 
development of suburban industrial parks.
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SUBTHEME 2.E  
COMMERCE & SERVICE INDUSTRIES
This subtheme encompasses Langley’s role as a centre 
for finance, the commercial exchange of goods and 
services, the development of service industries and 
the municipality’s growing role as part of a regional 
transportation system.

Top: J.W. Benny’s [sic] store near Murrayville, 190-. [CVA 371-772] Interior of the store at Langley Prairie, 1912. [BCA C-09093]
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Eldon Porter outside of Porter’s General Store, September 1981. Eldon’s father P.Y. Porter started the store, and Eldon took it over from him. 
For a time they specialized in lawnmower repair. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #3197]
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COMPONENT 2.E.1 
BANKING & FINANCE
The communities of Langley were at first too small to 
support branch banks; the Bank of Hamilton opened 
a branch in Milner in 1910, where Langley residents 
attended to their financial needs. In 1920, the Bank of 
Montreal opened a Langley Prairie branch, followed 
optimistically the next year by the Royal Bank of Canada. 
With not enough business to sustain both branches, the 
Bank of Montreal closed its branch in 1924. Following 
the end of the Second World War, the situation changed 
dramatically, as credit unions began to receive provincial 
charters and changes to the federal Bank Act in 1954 
allowed banks to offer chattel mortgages. Langley is 
now served by numerous financial institutions in many 
locations, which offer a variety of personal and business 
services.

COMPONENT 2.E.2 
SHOPPING & RETAIL
Retail trade began with the activities of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, and a variety of goods were traded and sold. 
By the 1880s, several general stores had been established 
to serve the growing population. Small shops and retail 
outlets later popped up to provide all manner of goods. 
Over time, shopping and retail patterns responded 
and catered to consumer demands. In the days before 
refrigeration, shopping was a daily activity, and small 
country stores appeared in convenient locations. The 
first ‘cash-and-carry’ grocery stores began to appear in 
the 1920s, reducing dependence on counter help and 
signalling the self-service style of shopping. By the 1920s, 
co-operative retailing – a system in which shoppers are 
members of the store – was starting to appear. In the 
postwar era, the development of suburban shopping 
centres reflected the freedom and mobility offered by 
the automobile. More recently, chain stores and big 
box retail have increased their market share. Today, 
online shopping commands a significant share of the 
retail market, but many consumers continue to support 
a variety of retail outlets, including surviving country 
stores that are being revived as active community hubs.

Store at Murray’s Corner, now Murrayville, 189-. [BCA C-09107]

Bank of Hamilton in Milner on Telephone Road, circa 1910. [Langley 
Centennial Museum Photo #0452]
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COMPONENT 2.E.3 
SERVICE INDUSTRIES
Over time, Langley has been home to countless businesses 
that provided consumer services. The service industries 
were a large source of employment, and essential to the 
functioning of the local economy. Services are intangible, 
and by nature ephemeral, and rapid changes in the sector 
are inevitable, usually leaving scant historical traces. 
Different types of lodging, restaurants, saloons, barber 
shops and hair salons came into existence to serve the 
growing population. As taste and technology changed, 
so did trends and practices in the service sector. The 
provision of customer services remains a significant part 
of the economy, and an important part of our commercial 
legacy.

Helen Gabriel (“Auntie”, on left) with class instructor, Mrs. J. 
Sutherland, 1961. Auntie later opened the Fort Beauty Salon, which 
she operated in Fort Langley for over 20 years. Auntie is an active 
member of the Kwantlen Elders Committee and is still involved in 
hairdressing and hosts haircare appointments for Kwantlen members 
each month.[LAC e011052453]

Mathews Cash Grocery Store in Murrayville, between 1932 and 1935. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #2231]
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SUBTHEME 2.F  
LABOUR
This subtheme articulates the role of wage labour and 
unpaid work, including labour performed in industry, 
trade and commerce, and in the home, which supported 
the local economy. Langley’s workforce has always been 
multicultural in nature, but inequities between European 
and non-European labour continued for many decades. 
An epic battle for workers’ rights broke out in Langley 
in 1939, when Connie Jervis, the 24-year old president 
of the Langley Teachers’ Association, led the fight for an 
improved system of wages and compulsory arbitration. 
This subtheme also recognizes the organization of unions, 
labour unrest, conflict and strikes, and the development 
of labour movements in Langley’s workforce.

Top: G. Robbie Moir and William Tarves at work in Moir’s 
blacksmith shop, 1909. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #0459]

Connie Jervis [B.C. Labour History Centre]
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O’Brien nut farm, Langley Prairie, November 15, 1946. [Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. CVA 586-4819]
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3
GOVERNANCE
This theme addresses the administration and governance 
of Langley, from the socio-political organization of 
the local First Nations, to the development of civic 
government, legal institutions and law enforcement 
initiatives. Included in this theme are the sites, people 
and events that had an impact on the development of 
Langley’s municipal administration, military initiatives 
and civil defence of Langley during wartime, life on the 
Home Front and the commemoration and remembrance 
of war.

Top: Fort Langley A.R.P. Auxiliary Fire Department Demonstration, 
circa 1943. [BCA H-05796]
Right: A.R.P. drill, 1943. [Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. CVA 586-
1038]

Fort Langley A.R.P., 1943. [Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. CVA 586-
1382]
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SUBTHEME 3.A  
ADMINISTRATION & POLITICS
This subtheme includes First Nations governance, the 
development and increasing complexity of municipal 
administration, and the influence of senior government 
in various sectors of community life. Langley’s southern 
edge fronts on the American border, requiring an added 
layer of federal jurisdiction.

Top: Simon Pierre, at far right, acting as interpreter for a chief 
identified as Edward Jim of Tseycum. It was the opening of the 
airport at Pat Bay on Vancouver Island. Behind are Dick Harry of 
Tsawout [paddle shirt] and Alex Joseph of Tsawout, 1940. [Maple 
Ridge Museum & Archives P12210]

Mountie, 1964. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #4607]
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Their majesties King George VI and Queen Elizabeth at Fort Langley during their 1939 Royal Visit. [CVA 289-005.475]
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COMPONENT 3.A.1 
COAST SALISH GOVERNING STRUCTURES
The socio-political organization of Coast Salish was 
unique and differed from that of the organization of 
indigenous groups situated further north along the 
Pacific Northwest Coast. Local Coast Salish culture was 
based largely on the longhouse, and complex systems 
of kinship. Within a culture of stewardship, ancestral 
laws and modes of governance involved protocols and 
agreements around land use and accessing resources. 
Their kinship system permitted the transmission of 
knowledge between generations. Today the local First 
Nations embrace their traditional knowledge systems 
and heritage while maintaining and reclaiming their 
cultures and ways of life.

COMPONENT 3.A.2 
CIVIC ADMINISTRATION
As a result of Confederation, in 1872 the province passed 
the Municipalities Act, and many of the Fraser Valley 
communities petitioned for municipal incorporation. 
Langley incorporated as a municipality in 1873 – one 
of the first in the province; James W. Mackie was the 
first elected warden. Over time, the elected term of 
council has lengthened from one year to the current 
four, reflecting the increasing complexity of municipal 
administration and the changing nature of public service. 

Municipal Councillors, published in Langley Advance, January 23, 
1941. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #1392]

Chief Cassimere at the Pageant of the Centennial Celebration Fort 
Langley, May 2, 1925. [BCA A-04325]
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COMPONENT 3.A.3 
SENIOR GOVERNMENTS
The terms of Confederation gave the federal government 
the primary role in promoting economic union and in 
stimulating national economic expansion through the 
development of transportation links, while the provincial 
legislatures were given the responsibility for public 
schooling, health and social services, highways, the 
administration of justice, and local government. With 
the completion of the CPR and the subsequent growth 
in population – especially in the west – the momentum 
behind nation building was overtaken by the need to 
bolster provincial administrations. The original concept 
of a strong central government with sweeping powers 
over the provinces has evolved from one of provincial 
subordination to equality. The involvement of senior 
governments in Langley affairs has included interaction 
with public policies, administration and politics, 
represented by a legacy of sites, people and events.

G.O. Twiss, Conservative Candidate, Langley Prairie, October 1944. 
[Steffens-Colmer Studio Ltd. CVA 586-3148]

Teddy Nash sitting on the border marker between Boundary Line 
Road and the United States, circa 1911. [Langley Centennial 
Museum Photo #2008.073.008]

COMPONENT 3.A.4 
THE INTERNATIONAL BORDER
The southern boundary of Langley is the United States 
border, with Washington State located to the south. 
Langley is defined as the southern edge of Canada, 
and contains one of only five Lower Mainland border 
crossings in the community of Aldergrove. Once much 
more porous, the border has been subject to increasing 
levels of control, especially in more recent decades. 
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SUBTHEME 3.B  
LAW, ORDER & SECURITY
This subtheme addresses the development of the police 
force and fire department, The Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police, the upholding of public order, the protection of 
citizens and property, and the administration of justice.

Top: Mounties in Fort Langley during the 1939 Royal Tour of King 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth. [CVA 289-005.473]

A.R.P. Reeve speaking, 1943. [Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. CVA 586-
1051]
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A.R.P. firemen, 1943. [Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. CVA 586-1047]
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COMPONENT 3.B.1 
POLICE
From rough frontier settlement to modern metropolis, 
law enforcement has grown in scale and complexity 
to meet the needs of the growing municipality. The 
establishment of a police force in 1858 ensured the 
maintenance of law and order; when British Columbia 
entered Confederation in 1871, this force was constituted 
as the British Columbia Constabulary, later the British 
Columbia Provincial Police Force. Policing has evolved 
to reflect societal changes and evolving issues of 
technology and transportation. The B.C. Provincial Police 
were taken over by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
in August 1950, continuing to keep the municipality safe 
with a combination of old-fashioned police work and 
innovative crime prevention techniques.

COMPONENT 3.B.2 
ROYAL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE
The Royal Canadian Mounted Police is both a federal and 
a national police force, and provides law enforcement 
for all levels of government across the country, including 
provincial policing services for British Columbia. 
Formed in 1920 by the merger of the Royal North-West 
Mounted Police with the Dominion Police, the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police has been an integral part of 
law enforcement in Langley since 1950, when they took 
over responsibility for local policing.

RCMP Constable Rick Scott explains Langley’s block parent plan 
outside of a school, 1976. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo# 
3202]

Robert Macklin, circa 1914-15. [A.J. Selset, photographer. CVA 
A-30-101]
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COMPONENT 3.B.3 
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Early Langley residents were responsible for fending off 
fires close to their own properties. By the 1930s, however, 
“volunteer” fire departments became a necessity due to 
the growing population. During the late 1950s and early 
1960s, Langley’s volunteer fire departments partnered 
with local ratepayers to build new fire halls throughout 
the Township and purchase fire trucks with attached water 
hoses. To this day, the Township of Langley employs both 
paid full-time and volunteer fire-fighting forces.

Hilton Truck [Photograph given to the Fire Department by the Hilton Family]

Fort Langley A.R.P. fire drill, 1943. [Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. 
CVA 586-1383]
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SUBTHEME 3.C  
DEFENDING LANGLEY
This subtheme addresses the development of military 
organizations, buildings and activities, places and 
people associated with the military and civil defence of 
Langley during wartime, life on the Home Front and the 
commemoration and remembrance of war.

Top: A.R.P. bicycle drill, 1943. [Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. CVA 
586-1054]

A.R.P. firefighting equipment, new pump, 1943. [Steffens-Colmer 
Studios Ltd. CVA 586-1043]
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A.R.P. - St. John’s Ambulance, Langley, 1943. [Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. CVA 586-1369]
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COMPONENT 3.C.1 
LANGLEY AT WAR
Langley was profoundly affected when Canada was at 
war. Patriotic calls to duty drew many overseas for active 
service. The economy shifted to military production; 
agriculture was essential to Canada’s war efforts, and 
experienced a wartime boom. On the Home Front, 
war had a profound impact on the civilian population, 
drawing women into the workforce and disrupting 
traditional societal roles. After the end of the Second 
World War, a prolonged period of peace settled in, but a 
new Cold War, and ongoing global conflicts, continued 
to have an impact on civilian populations.

COMPONENT 3.C.2 
CENOTAPHS & WAR MEMORIALS
The official war memorial, which honours those who 
died in service, is a phenomenon that grew out of 
the aftermath of the First World War. After Armistice 
in 1918, monuments commemorating the lives of 
Canadians killed in overseas conflict began to occupy 
a prominent place in our cultural landscape. This 
included public cenotaphs, as well as innumerable Rolls 
of Honour, plaques, stained glass windows, and other 
remembrances in churches, schools, post offices, clubs 
and public buildings. Other cenotaphs were erected, or 
existing monuments rededicated, after the end of both the 
Second World War and the conflict in Korea. In Langley, 
roads were renamed after fallen soldiers, memorial 
maple trees were planted at major intersections, and 
granite cenotaphs were installed at the Fort Langley and 
Murrayville Cemeteries.

Attending Memorial Day at the Fort Langley Cemetery Cenotaph, May 
22, 1932. Men on the immediate left and right are members of the 
Salvation Army band. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #3023]

George Hadden, Tommy Fillardeau, Bob Brown and James Hadden in 
uniform outside of the Edal Café, January 1943. [Langley Centennial 
Museum Photo #4496] 
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A.R.P. - St. John’s Ambulance, Langley, 1943. [Steffens-Colmer Studios Ltd. CVA 586-1367]
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4
SOCIETY
This theme explores the development of Langley’s 
community life, and the ways in which the inhabitants of 
Langley lived together and cared for each other, in social 
interactions that were temporary and long-lasting, formal 
and informal, and independent. There are many different 
ways in which people have enriched community life, 
such as organizing the delivery of health, education and 
welfare services, practicing spiritual beliefs, establishing 
clubs and organizations, and watching and participating 
in community sports.

Top: Girls Basketball team with P.Y. Porter, 1926; Back row (l-r): 
M. Dent, May Hogben, Grace McDonald, and Porter. Front row 
(left to right): Isobel Miller, Hilda Jude, and May Logan. [Langley 
Centennial Museum Photo #1081]

Above: Fort Langley Picnic Group, 1891. [C-07982]
Right: John Gentry, 12, Langley Ayrshire 4-H Calf Club, P.N.E., 1956. 
[Dan Scott, photographer. CVA 180-5411]
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SUBTHEME 4.A 
SPIRITUAL LIFE
This subtheme commemorates the expressions of 
spirituality, diverse belief systems, and remembrance in 
the lives of Langley’s people. The First Nations people of 
the Pacific Northwest coast have an enduring connection 
with the land, sea and river, and many places throughout 
this area reflect their spiritual beliefs. After Contact, 
European settlers, as well as diverse multicultural groups 
who contributed to the building of the early settlement 
and railway, also brought their religious belief systems 
with them, and places of worship sprang up across the 
municipality. The diversity of sacred places grew as 
Langley’s population expanded, reflecting many different 
cultural groups and religious denominations, and their 
development over time.

Top: Interior view of Saint George’s Anglican Church, circa 1910. 
[Langley Centennial Museum Photo #0126]

Church of the Holy Redeemer, a Roman Catholic Church on 
McMillian Island. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #0131]
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Holy Redeemer Church Interior, 2015. [Township of Langley]
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COMPONENT 4.A.1 
FIRST NATIONS SPIRITUALITY
The deep and enduring connection First Nations have 
with the land and sea of the Northwest Coast and ‘sense 
of place’ manifests itself through beliefs, practices, and 
spiritual places that continue to hold great importance, 
and are intrinsically linked to Coast Salish cultural 
identity. Although a number of historic sacred places 
have been lost or significantly altered through land 
development and erasure, they continue to be places 
of spiritual significance and sites for the transmission 
of traditional knowledge between generations. New 
sacred places relevant to today’s First Nations are being 
established, which reflect both the existing and evolving 
belief system and cultural identity.

Katzie children in front of altar inside the Katzie Catholic Church, 
Hammond, 1968. [Gazette photograph. MRM&A P02241]

Roman Catholic Church, Fort Langley, 1958. [BCA C-09106]

COMPONENT 4.A.2 

RELIGION
As settlers arrived, they imported and practiced their 
religious beliefs, and places of worship were established. 
Missionaries and travelling ministers provided the 
first religious services, and small congregations were 
established in the nascent communities. The Edwardian-
era boom provided the resources for the establishment of 
additional parishes, and as prosperity returned after the 
end of the First World War, new churches were established 
in the growing communities. Post-Second World War 
suburbanization, and an increase in immigration, led to 
the arrival of numerous diverse religions. Today, Langley 
is a municipality of diversity, reflecting many diverse 
cultural groups and religions, and their evolution over 
time.
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COMPONENT 4.A.3 
BURIAL GROUNDS & CEMETERIES
Cemeteries are a poignant reminder of the lives of the 
early settlers. Langley has several early resting places of 
great beauty – some of the oldest in British Columbia – 
that provide a strong connection to its early pioneers. 
Other burial places exist primarily as archaeological 
sites, including the first HBC and Houston family 
cemeteries, both near Derby Townsite, as well as a 
number of indigenous burial sites. All of these sites 
provide a connection to those who have dwelled on this 
land.

Catherine McIntosh with brother Neil S. Dalgleish at their mother’s 
grave in the Fort Langley Cemetery, circa 1900. [Langley Centennial 
Museum Photo #4440]

Unveiling of the stone and dedication ceremony of the Pioneer Cemetery at St. George’s Anglican Church in Fort Langley. Deputy Minister 
of Trade and Industry, E.G. Rowbottom, admires the stone he unveiled. The spot marks the oldest graveyard still in existence in the Lower 
Mainland. Bishop Gower, Canon A. Fraser, and Rector T.E. Harris of St. George’s Anglican Church officiating, June 16, 1954. [Langley 
Centennial Museum Photo #5279]
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SUBTHEME 4.B 
EDUCATION
The province passed the Public Schools Act in 1872, 
allowing for the introduction of a non-sectarian school 
system. This subtheme articulates the early development 
and rapid maturation of the local educational system that 
served the growing municipality. It includes activities 
associated with teaching and learning by children 
and adults, and encompasses both public and private 
education.

Top: Murrayville Elementary School, 1960 [BCA I-23737] A class at the “Southwest Aldergrove” school, 1898-1899. [Langley 
Centennial Museum Photo #0731]
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Langley teacher George Sluggett. [BCA D-03424]
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COMPONENT 4.B.1 
FIRST NATIONS EDUCATION
The First Nations people of this territory had their 
own distinctive and defined educational systems, 
based on ‘ways of knowing’ in harmony with the land, 
and transmitted through oral histories. The creation, 
preservation and disbursement of traditional knowledge 
was disrupted after Contact, when First Nations people 
became subject to colonial educational systems. Funded 
by the Indian Affairs Department, and administered by 
Christian churches, residential schools were the result 
of a policy to remove indigenous children from the 
influence of their families and culture, and assimilate 
them into the dominant Canadian culture. These policies 
forced First Nations off their lands, severed family ties and 
diminished traditional culture. Today, the reclamation 
of First Nations traditional knowledge has become a 
crucial part of maintaining and reclaiming indigenous 
traditional culture and ways of life.

Kuper Island Industrial School, June 13, 1913. [Royal Commission on 
Indian Affairs for the Province of British Columbia. BCA H-07256]

Milner School, Langley, 1952 [BCA I-31845]

COMPONENT 4.B.2 

PUBLIC EDUCATION
Increasing immigration in the 1860s and the desire to 
establish permanent communities led to discussions 
about the most appropriate type and structure of public 
education, and the role of religious organizations in 
its provision. Under Confederation, education was 
deemed a provincial responsibility. In response, British 
Columbia passed the Public Schools Act in 1872, which 
stated that all public schools would be non-sectarian 
and that education would be free. As the population 
expanded during the early 20th century, an extensive 
network of community schools was established. During 
and between the two World Wars, school construction 
languished, or proceeded fitfully, but after the end of 
the Second World War the postwar Baby Boom had 
a profound impact on the school system. The Langley 
School Board responded to rising demand by expanding 
and modernizing many existing schools. With new waves 
of immigration, a much greater diversity developed of 
both teaching staff and the student population, a trend 
that continues. Today, Langley School District #35 serves 
about 18,000 students; employs over 2,500 teachers, 

support staff and administrators; and operates over forty 
schools that provide International Baccalaureate, French 
Immersion, Fundamental, and Alternative programs that 
reach a wide range of interests connecting to the Arts, 
Environment, Equine, the Kwantlen, Katzie and Matsqui 
First Nations, Sports, Culinary Arts and Leadership.
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COMPONENT 4.B.3 
POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION
British Columbia’s first – and for many years only – 
university was UBC. In the post-Second World War era, 
rapid population growth led to sweeping changes in post-
secondary education. The Baby Boom created increasing 
demand for a broad range of post-secondary educational 
opportunities, driving the expansion of university and 
college infrastructure and programming. In the 1960s, 
new universities opened in Burnaby and Victoria, and 
regional colleges were developed that bridged the gap 
between high schools and universities by offering two-
year university transfer programs as well as continuing 
education. Langley is now home to two universities, one 
public and one private, illustrating the rapid development 
of the post-secondary educational network.

Aerial view of Trinity Western College, March 1973. [Langley 
Centennial Museum Photo #3078]

Fort Langley Elementary School, 1960. [BCA I-23705]
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SUBTHEME 4.C 
HEALTH CARE & SOCIAL SERVICES
This subtheme articulates the development and 
maturation of the medical, health care and social service 
systems that served the growing municipality. Health 
care includes activities and processes associated with 
the development and provision of medical services, 
while care facilities, often in an institutional setting, 
were provided by the government or philanthropic 
organizations. Social services were organized and 
delivered to promote community well being including 
care provisions for children, the elderly and the 
disadvantaged.

Top: A.R.P. - St. John’s Ambulance, 1943. [Steffens-Colmer Studios 
Ltd. CVA 586-1367]

Dr. Benjamin Butler Marr, Langley’s first doctor, 1910. 
[Langley Centennial Museum Photo #0400]
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COMPONENT 4.C.1 
HEALTH CARE
The provision of medical care in Langley’s early days 
was informal, involving home remedies, amateur 
treatments, midwives, and visits to doctors in adjacent 
municipalities when required. It was not until 1910 
that the first professional doctor, Benjamin Butler Marr, 
established a local practice; he was located in Fort 
Langley but covered the entire municipality by horse 
and buggy. As the population increased, other doctors 
began to arrive, and in the 1920s, a dentist. There was 
no official hospital, but a number of maternity hospitals 
appeared in local communities. In the postwar era, the 
medical system struggled to keep up with the demands 
of the Baby Boom, causing significant changes in the 
delivery of health care and a diversification of medical 
facilities. In 1947, construction began on Langley’s first 
official hospital, Langley Memorial, which opened the 
following year. Today, the provision of medical care 
continues to expand and evolve to meet the needs of a 
growing population.

Langley Memorial Hospital, 1951. [B.C. Ministry of the Provincial 
Secretary and Travel Industry. BCA I-21267]

Eye Testing Langley Junior Senior High School, 1960. [BCA I-23759]

COMPONENT 4.C.2 

SOCIAL SERVICES
In the municipality’s early years, when society provided 
few formal social services, care facilities were initiated 
with good intentions of addressing social issues. Much-
needed support was arranged for the poor, disadvantaged, 
orphaned, abandoned and elderly by public, private, 
faith-based providers and fraternal societies. In the 
postwar era, Canada developed a strong ‘safety net’ 
of social services, a primary component of which is 
universal healthcare, adopted in the 1960s. Over time, 
a network of community-based social welfare services 
has been developed, supported by regional health 
authorities, social service agencies and private sector 
providers.
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SUBTHEME 4.D 
SPORTS & RECREATION
People have engaged in a wide variety of sports in 
Langley over time. This subtheme articulates the 
activities associated with the development of amateur 
and professional sports, spectator events and recreational 
activities enjoyed by all ages and genders in Langley. 
The relatively mild climate and many expanses of open 
ground facilitated a wide variety of private and public 
sports and recreational opportunities. Field sports were 
very popular, and competitive and recreational team 
sports such as soccer, basketball, baseball and equestrian 
events have an extensive history. Public health policies led 
to the construction of school gymnasiums, and gymnastic 
programs promoted physical activity. In the post-Second 
World War era there was a proliferation of different 
types of sports and recreation, such as motorsports at 
the Langley Speedway, and the construction of the first 
public recreation centres, pools and ice arenas. Today, 
the residents of Langley enjoy numerous opportunities to 
watch, engage with and participate in a diverse variety 
of sports and recreation activities.

Top: Fort Langley boys softball team; the team is composed of 
14 members, and they are at a baseball diamond. Joe Gabriel is 
on the left of the front row, 1950s. [Langley Advance Photograph 
Collection, Langley Centennial Museum Photo #2010.001.1050]

George Ripley Sr., instrumental in starting a riding club in the early 
20th century. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #000576]
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SUBTHEME 4.E 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS
This subtheme addresses the social and cultural 
organizations that have served many different interests, 
adding to the richness of community life across the 
municipality. This included a diverse range of cultural 
groups, youth organizations, women’s groups, fraternal 
and benevolent societies, and service clubs that banded 
together to promote common goals and provide support 
services, mutual benefits, educational opportunities 
and charitable works; some were formed to assist 
their members during adverse times but also assisted 
in community fundraising and the delivery of social 
welfare services. Throughout Langley, hall associations 
were formed that built community halls that provided 
a strong focus for local social activities. Many of these 
community associations remain strong today, and 
along with many new organizations are foundational to 
Langley’s community life.

Top: Annual Convention of the Native Sons of B.C., Fort Langley, 
October 1932. [BCA B-02284]

Langley 4-H Jersey Calves Club members, at the P.N.E., 1956. [CVA 
180-2960]
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SUBTHEME 4.F 
EXHIBITIONS, FAIRS & CULTURAL  
FESTIVALS
This theme addresses the exhibitions, fairs and festivals 
that provided opportunities for community gathering, 
celebration and amusement, that remain an intrinsic part 
of Langley’s social life and cultural identity. Festivals, 
parades and events celebrate Langley’s diverse cultural 
heritage, and Langley’s citizens have participated 
enthusiastically in countless public events, including 
the annual May Day parade – a tradition for almost a 
century – and the Cranberry Festival. These events have 
also included annual festivals such as agricultural fairs – 
the Aldergrove Fair has been running since 1912 – and 
attendance at regional fairs such as the New Westminster 
Provincial Exhibition, the Vancouver Exhibition and its 
successor, the Pacific National Exhibition. For many years, 
Langley has celebrated Douglas Day at Fort Langley to 
both recognize the establishment of the colony of British 
Columbia and its first governor, James Douglas, and to 
honour its pioneers and those who came before. 

Top: Langley display of agriculture and produce, 1930. [CVA 180-
0367]

Jason Ovid Allard Unveiling Centennial Monument To Fort Langley, 
May 2, 1925. [BCA A-04320]
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SUBTHEME 4.G

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS
Langley has always demonstrated a deep connection 
to its resource rich environment, and a commitment to 
social and community responsibility. Local First Nations 
have instilled a sense of respect and responsibility, 
manifested in an early and profound understanding of 
conservation and stewardship of the environment that 
has continued to the present day. In recent decades, 
there has been growing concern for the health and 
sustainability of the natural environment, and a strong 
group of conservationists have fought for and defended 
Langley’s land and waters. A parallel concern for the 
conservation of heritage resources has also grown over 
time, starting with the declaration of Fort Langley as one 
of Canada’s first National Historic Sites in 1923. There 
was a turning point in the 1970s, with the establishment 
of environmental organizations and partnerships, the 
development of a municipal heritage program and 
the founding of the Langley Heritage Society. Today, 
the environmental, heritage and social movements in 
Langley remain strong, creating a solid base for future 
generations.

Top Left: Fort Langley centennial celebration, 1925. [BCA A-04327] 
Top Right: Fort Langley Monument, 1924. [CVA Mon P11] First Salmon Ceremony. [Kwantlen First Nation]
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5
ARTS
Langley is a place of many cultures, and the combination 
of indigenous and imported, old and new, classic and 
modern artistic expressions has resulted in a unique cultural 
environment. This subtheme examines the development 
of Langley’s artistic milieu from First Nations’ formative 
culture to a dominant British Colonial expression, and 
ultimately to a more pluralistic representation of Langley’s 
cultural diversity. As Langley developed, creative 
expression included high art forms as well as cultural 
traditions, beliefs, knowledge bases, language, and 
artistic expressions in multiple forms, representative of a 
diverse coastal culture. The municipality’s architectural 
expression represented many aspects of style, taste, and 
technology, and developed rapidly from simple frontier 
forms to refined, historically-inspired structures and from 
there to progressive modernism. As the municipality 
grew and matured, the response to the creative arts and 
popular entertainment expanded based on talent, cultural 
traditions and technology, and continues to evolve as a 
culturally-inclusive artistic expression that recognizes the 
wide diversity of the municipality’s population.

Top: Partially constructed Timms residence at Langley Prairie, 191-. 
[CVA LGN 1206]

Langley Junior Senior High School choir, 1960. [BCA I-23754]
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Langley Amateur Dramatic Society posing for a shot in costume, 1930s. [Stride Studios, New Westminster, BC. Langley Centennial Museum 
Photo #2014.027.001]
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SUBTHEME 5.A 
COAST SALISH ARTISTIC EXPRESSION

The Coast Salish provided the formative culture on the 
site where Langley now stands, including rich forms of 
artistic expression that reflect the land and its history. 
Coast Salish art was, and continues to be, highly unique 
and refined, with an aesthetic sense of minimalism. 
Production of Coast Salish art was divided by gender, 
with men producing house posts, mortuary poles, 
and ritual objects, and women making woven capes, 
blankets, robes, and coil baskets with intricate geometric 
designs, some of which were also used in traditional 
rituals. By the 1960s, Northwest Coast art was beginning 
to gain worldwide recognition, which encouraged a 
renewed interest in traditional skills and resulted in the 
production of dynamic new artworks. The presence and 
work of First Nations artists is a strong testament to the 
dynamic and enduring connection Langley has with its 
first inhabitants, and the outstanding artistic expression 
of Coast Salish People has become internationally 
renowned.

Top: Kwantlen Hat [Hazel Gludo] Kwantlen Drum [Brandon Gabriel]
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SUBTHEME 5.B 
ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN

This subtheme focuses on the development of 
Langley’s built environment, which represents a rapid 
and dramatic evolution of architecture, construction, 
form, style and use of materials from Coast Salish 
construction to rudimentary frontier settlement, to 
elaborate late Victorian architecture, an embrace of the 
Arts and Crafts and Neoclassical movements, renewed 
interest in Period Revival styles and the emergence of 
postwar contemporary design. Langley has matured 
into a modern municipality, at the same time retaining 
examples of many different building typologies from all 
eras of its development history.

Top: Davidson barn raising, 1905. [BCA C-09092] British Columbia Mills Timber & Trading Company Catalogue of 
Patented Ready-Made Houses, 1905.
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COMPONENT 5.B.1 
COAST SALISH ARCHITECTURE
The Coast Salish produced a truly remarkable traditional 
architecture; they were called ‘the greatest natural 
carpenters in North America.’ Their longhouses were 
distinctive in form, and also size. Built of old growth 
cedar posts and planks, these massive structures 
housed extended families, with the interior divided into 
individual family living spaces separated by partitions. 
The arrival of the Europeans, and the systemization of 
the reserves, changed this traditional way of building 
forever.

Kwantlen Community Centre

John (Jack) Smith’s residence, Langley, 189-. [BCA C-09111]

COMPONENT 5.B.2 

ARCHITECTURE
The early buildings of Langley were utilitarian, shaped 
by their functional requirements. Frontier buildings 
used the most widely available material (wood) and 
the simplest structural systems to create space that was 
protected from the weather. The earliest Hudson’s Bay 
Company buildings utilized Post-on-Sill (or Pièce-sur-
Pièce) construction, which was typical of the HBC fort 
buildings throughout the Canadian West. As Langley’s 
communities evolved, those who prospered wanted 
to boast about their wealth and status by erecting 
more refined homes and commercial buildings. The 
introduction of new technology, the influence of pattern 
books and the ability to import manufactured materials 
allowed the construction of more ornate buildings 
that epitomized the social order of the British Empire 
as the 19th century drew to a close. A radical change 
in attitude accompanied the start of the 20th century, 
ushered in by an economic boom of unprecedented 
proportions. The styles of the Victorian era were swept 
away by a new taste for classicism and the Arts and 
Crafts movement. After the end of the First World War, 

the attraction to historical tradition continued for several 
decades, until other powerful forces knocked it off 
course. During the postwar era, there was a widespread 
acceptance of modern architecture, which was easy to 
build, inexpensive, economical of scarce materials and 
expressive of new technology; it providing the means to 
re-conceive communities in response to contemporary 
social, political and economic realities. Over time, 
modern architecture was re-invented in a variety of 
forms that continue to evolve in a contextual manner.
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Davidson barn raising, 1905. [BCA C-09101]

John Matheson’s family home, built 1894. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #404]
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SUBTHEME 5.C

VISUAL ARTS

There were many amateur artists among the early 
settlers, and painting and watercolour sketching were 
popular hobbies, but there were few pretensions to 
the fine arts, and few professional artists to be found. 
As the settlement grew, there was an increasing desire 
amongst artists to provide opportunities for exhibitions 
and for professional advancement, and associations 
of self-interest propelled the artistic scene. The first art 
exhibition was held at the High School in 1949, and the 
Langley Arts Council was formed in 1961. The National 
Exhibition Centre, opened in 1973, became a hub for 
the work of local artists and craftspeople. A local focus 
began to develop, including the establishment of private 
galleries, acceptance of the importance of public art, a 
re-emergence of indigenous expression, and the work of 
exceptionally creative artists – including those involved 
in crafts such as quilting, weaving and ceramics – has 
charted new artistic directions.

Top: Langley Art Gallery display of art, 1971 P.N.E. World of Art 
show. [Bob Tipple, photographer. CVA 180-6898]

The Fraser Valley Regional Library 60th Anniversary Quilt, 1990. 
[Langley Advance Photograph Collection, Langley Centennial 
Museum Photo #2010.001.895]
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SUBTHEME 5.D

THEATRE

Langley’s citizens were fond of attending theatrical 
performances, both amateur local shows and those of 
touring performers who reached the remote settlement. 
Amateur groups sprang up, and there were many local 
musical and dramatic productions and high school shows. 
Over time, a thriving theatrical community developed, 
with mature and emerging companies, re-emergent First 
Nations cultural representation and popular events and 
festivals, supported by dedicated audiences. The Langley 
Players, founded as a community theatre group in 1969, 
demonstrate the resilience of the local theatrical scene 
and the strength of its community support.

Top: Langley Amateur Dramatic Society, 1930s. [Langley Centennial 
Museum Photo #2014.027.001]

Milner Elementary School, puppet show, 1960. [BCA I-23697]
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SUBTHEME 5.E 
MUSIC

This subtheme addresses the creation, performance and 
enjoyment of music of all genres, for audiences of all 
types, in formal and informal venues. Music is as diverse 
as the people of Langley, rooted in culture and ranging 
from indigenous roots and the classical music of Europe, 
to artistic influences from around the globe. Early settlers 
enjoyed impromptu music performances, brass bands, 
parades and concerts. Families often entertained each other 
at home, and an upright piano was a staple item in a well-
furnished parlour, later replaced by a radio, then a ‘hi-fi.’ 
Over time, professional musicians appeared and the local 
music scene began to develop. Langley today supports 
a number of music schools and creative musicians and 
composers. The production and consumption of music 
has now turned digital, but despite changes in technology, 
music continues to be enjoyed in all forms, in live and 
recorded formats. Today, the Langley Community Music 
School and the Langley Ukulele Ensemble are among the 
initiatives that demonstrate the importance of music to the 
citizens of Langley.
Top: Langley Elementary School, music class, 1960. [BCA I-23740] Langley Elementary School, music class, 1960. [BCA I-23750]
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SUBTHEME 5.F 
DANCE

From time immemorial, there has been a history of First 
Nations ceremonial dances. From Langley’s inception, 
dance – both theatrical and participatory such as the 
ritual Maypole dance – has been popular, and balls and 
socials provided a popular way to mingle and socialize. 
Mixed-gender social opportunities were otherwise 
limited, and this provided an acceptable way for men 
and women to meet and spend time together. Dances 
were put on by various groups, including churches, 
and were announced and described enthusiastically 
in the local press. Langley’s citizens enjoyed dancing, 
and also enjoyed watching both serious and popular 
entertainment. Professional dance was originally limited 
to travelling performers, but over time a variety of local 
dance schools and companies have been established.

Top: Maypole dance. The Langley Advance, May 26, 1960, page 3, 
[Langley Advance Photograph Collection, Langley Centennial Museum 
Photo #2010.001.088]

Fort Langley Elementary School, dancing class, 1960. [BCA I-23702]
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SUBTHEME 5.G 
LITERATURE

Langley has a rich history of all types of literature; this 
subtheme addresses the ongoing local development of 
the literary arts. An interest in literature and discourse 
marked the early history of the settlement, and stimulated 
local writers. At first, the majority of those writing 
about Langley and the coastal experience came from 
somewhere else. Early stories about Langley were 
set within primeval landscapes of mountains, oceans 
and rivers, describing the local experience as a titanic 
struggle against nature. Over time, writers emerged that 
captured a more profound connection to place, and 
numerous publications have investigated and chronicled 
Langley’s history, development, politics, communities, 
physical environment, indigenous peoples, settlers and 
subcultures. Many strong voices have emerged to tell our 
local stories, and this rich tradition of west coast literature 
continues. Today, an abundance of writers – epitomized 
by the Langley Writers’ Guild – tell the Langley story.

Top: Library Langley Central School, 1960. [BCA I-23675]
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SUBTHEME 5.H 
CINEMA

This subtheme addresses both the making and viewing 
of cinema. In 1917, Langley’s first movie theatre had 
opened, showing silent films accompanied by a piano. 
The introduction of the ‘talkies’ in the 1920s ushered in 
the Golden Age of Movies, and in the pre-television era, 
local theatres became the backbone of the massive North 
American movie distribution network. By the 1940s the 
need for distracting and uplifting entertainment brought 
the love of cinema to greater heights, but the proliferation 
of television and its convenient ‘free’ entertainment in 
the postwar era caused single-screen theatres to fail, 
and many were closed or demolished; the venerable 
Langley Theatre was torn down in 1958. The decline of 
single-screen theatres led to the establishment of large 
“multiplex” cinemas, proving that Langley still loves to 
‘go to the movies.’ In addition to providing entertainment, 
the movies ultimately became a local industry; Langley 
has developed as a major location for both cinematic 
and televised productions.

Top: Langley Resource Centre, 1969. [BCA I-24849] Photoplay theatre and refreshment parlor, 1930s. [Leonard Frank, 
photographer. VPL#8154]
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SUBTHEME 5.I 
COMMUNITY COLLECTIONS

Langley’s rich cultural life is supported by a number 
of institutions that house and protect our collective 
memories. This subtheme addresses the historic sites, 
public galleries, libraries, museums and archives that 
reflect Langley’s cultural development, conserve and 
make available artifacts and information of artistic, 
cultural, historical and scientific importance, and collect 
and make available sources of information. Langley is 
currently home to: Fort Langley National Historic Site; 
Kwantlen Cultural Centre; Langley Centennial Museum; 
B.C. Farm Museum; Canadian Museum of Flight; Alder 
Grove Telephone Museum & Community Archives; and 
regional libraries.

Top: Big House, Fort Langley, 195-. [B.C. Ministry of the Provincial 
Secretary and Travel Industry. BCA I-21273]

Library Langley Central School, 1960. [BCA I-23676]
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SUBTHEME 5.J 
MEDIA

Epic shifts in technology over time have continuously 
sped up the dissemination of news, packaged content 
and community information. Print media were originally 
dominant, but waned in influence as radio, then 
television, became available and in turn appealed to 
consumers. The advancing digital revolution has signalled 
a new era in the delivery of information. Massive news 
organizations and agencies now provide structured 
content for mass consumption, driving the global 
and instantaneous dissemination of information. This 
subtheme addresses Langley’s history of communication 
media, from print journalism through the development 
of electronic technologies such as radio and television, 
and the growing importance of digital media.

Top: Radio reporters talk with newly elected Langley Mayor George 
Preston, 1979. [Langley Centennial Museum Photo #3297]

Langley Advance Newspaper office, 1960s. [Langley Advance 
Photograph Collection, Langley Centennial Museum Photo 
#2010.001.852]
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COMPONENT 5.J.1 
NEWSPAPERS
By the late 1850s, newspapers published in other cities 
became available to Langley’s residents by subscription. 
For decades, newspapers and magazines were the main 
source of news and community information, driven by 
new technology that fed a mass consumer market. By 
the 1920s, local newspapers started to appear. In 1931 
the Langley Advance hit the streets of Langley Prairie; 
The Langley Times was first published in 1949. As many 
residents of Langley did not have access to electric power 
until the 1940s, newspapers were the preferred means of 
mass communication, but faced increased competition 
from radio, and then television, and now digital sources, 
and over time traditional daily newspapers have evolved 
to deliver online as well as print content to meet 
consumer demands.

Vic Rossum demonstrating the Heidelberg Press at The Langley 
Advance to a group of high school students, 1960s. [Langley Advance 
Publishing Co., Ltd. Langley Advance Photograph Collection, Langley 
Centennial Museum Photo #2010.001.793]

Radio announcer, 1960s. [Langley Advance Photograph Collection, 
Langley Centennial Museum Photo #2010.001.372]

COMPONENT 5.J.2 

RADIO
Radio technology remained largely untapped until the 
development of military uses during the First World 
War. By the 1920s, commercial radio programming 
was embraced by an avid audience of listeners, who 
welcomed the ‘radio’ into their homes. Providing news 
and entertainment, this ‘free’ service was paid for by 
corporate sponsors through on-air ads and catchy jingles 
that promoted consumer goods and services. In the 1930s, 
radio developed as a significant cultural force through the 
establishment of a national network that supported local 
talent. During the war years, radio provided much-needed 
news from overseas as well as distracting entertainment. 
In the postwar years, as electricity became more widely 
available to Langley residents, they tuned into stations 
such as CKNW from New Westminster. Joe Chesney, a 
former CKNW employee, received a broadcast licence 
and opened CJJC in Langley in 1963. Radio followed 
popular trends and introduced rock-and-roll music and 
talk radio to local audiences. Over time, radio stations 
have grown to reflect cultural diversity, and continue to 
deliver content both on-air and online.
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School Television Broadcast Demonstration Langley, 1961. [BCA I-24038]

COMPONENT 5.J.3 
TELEVISION
The phenomenon of television entered Canadian life 
in the postwar era. The first crude sets were seen in 
the 1940s, but explosive consumer demand drove the 
development of new technology, with ever-increasing 
improvements such as colour television, cablevision, 
satellite broadcasts and digital TV. The proliferation of 
internet technology and digital streaming has now caused 
a revolutionary shift in the way that entertainment and 
news content is produced, distributed and consumed, 
and new forms of entertainment are now more readily 
available than ever.

Indian Head Test Pattern
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