
HOUSING IDEAS FOR  
SINGLE FAMILY 3

Character Compatible & Size Efficient Housing Ideas for the Single Family 3 
(SF3) Land Use Designation (continued)

The idea of a pocket neighbourhood is not new, but 
rather a modernized version of bungalow courts that were 
popular along parts of the west coast of North America 
in early 20th century. The pocket neighbourhood is 
comprised of cluster of small-footprint, one and a half 
to two-storey single-family-like homes that are arranged 
around a shared common area. The overall character 
presents as a part of of the single-family neighbourhood 
from the public perimeter of the development. 
Pocket neighbourhoods are part of the solution for 
increasing affordability in the community. Also, pocket 
neighbourhoods contribute to the ‘clustering’ of homes 
for the purpose of nature conservation.

The following is a list of pocket neighbourhood design 
characteristics:

 3 a range of green infrastructure features, including 
small treed/forested spaces;

 3 coherent and connected common open space system 
that incorporates landscaping and naturescape 
spaces (more intentional, such as pollinator 
gardens), nature conservation areas, neighbourhood 
forestry, and age-friendly amenity areas;

 3 solar optimized design through project site planning, 
building orientation, sun/natural light penetration 
considerations;

 3 adjacent public on-street parallel parking on 
municipal roads and off-street parallel parking on 
private drive aisles

 3 front and rear independent person entrances 
(separating indoor and outdoor space), based on 
location and access to private common space, a side 
could be in addition or replace the rear independent 
person building entrance;

 3 direct access to useable private common outdoor 
space for both the front and rear (and/or side) 
person entrances, that are elevated above finished 
grade by a minimum of 0.5m and a maximum of 
0.9m (finished grade means the finished elevation of 
the ground surface of land following construction or 
land altering activities);

 3 Enclosed off-street parking and driveway adjacent to 
each dwelling unit, accessed through a combination 
of strata roads and public lanes.

Option 1 

Duplex
Unit

Duplex
Unit

autocourt

Duplex
Unit

Duplex
Unit

Single
Family

Single
Family

4 Car Garage 
with studio 

above

150 sm
2 storeys

150 sm
2 storeys

150 sm
2 storeys

150 sm
2 storeys

200 sm
2 storeys

175 sm
2 storeys

garden

play
space and 

landscaping

single
garage

parking pad

parking pad single
garage

shared
open space

patio
20 sm

patio
20 sm

patio
20 sm

patio
20 sm

patio
20 sm

patio
20 sm

yard

yard

yard

yard
yard

yard

yard

yard

yard

front
porch

porch/
patio

porch/
patio

porch/
patio

porch/
patio

front
porch

parking pad + single 
garage for street 

facing units

the curving 
permeable pathway 

is a pedestrian Òfront 
streetÓ with the 

potential to provide a 
social or play space 

<5 kmp driveway 
accessing parking for 

4 duplex units

an approx. 45 sm 
studio space above 

the garage can provide 
common workspace 
and/or an additional 

living unit

the shared open space can be 
design to suit residentsÕ needs 

such as garden space, play space 
or a casual gathering place

it can support stormwater 
management by incorporating a 

pond and/or rain gardens

the autocourt can 
function as a gathering 
or play  space possibly 
combined with the 
shared open space

modest fences/

boundaries for 
outdoor spaces

driveways
incorporate

strategies to manage 
stormwater

streetscape concept
illustrates a streetscape with 
adjacent pocket neighbourhoods

the mix of unit 
types and building 
forms provides 
housing choices

the mix of housing 
typologies
and ÒorganicÓ 
arrangement are a 
less urban form of 
development

Emerging Policy Directions - - 
Pocket Neighbourhoods

Streetscape Concept - Option 1



HOUSING IDEAS FOR  
SINGLE FAMILY 3

Character Compatible & Size Efficient 
Housing Ideas for the Single Family 3 
(SF3) Land Use Designation (continued)

Option 2a
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